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keen reluctance that saintship seems less easy to find in his
community than in some religions which are far inferior in the
apprehension of Truth. The reader will have realized ere this
that with all its grandeur and purity Zoroastrianism as a whole
has a certain coldness. The glow of the Gathas cools down
at once when we get out of the Prophet's own period. Indeed,
if one must analyse a teacher one prefers to admire, even
Zarathushtra hardly stands out among ' the goodly fellowship
of the prophets' for warmth and tenderness and passion. He
is tremendously in earnest, and he sees Truth with an intense
clearness. But the human tragedy as it appeals to Gautama
leaves uncertain hints of its presence in the Gathas. Truth is
great, and will prevail, but only when helped by Love, which
is greater still. And Love is not the power that inspires the
Gathas. The very word is practically absent from them.1

There is another characteristic of Zoroastrianism, early and
later, which has worked against the production of saints.
There is relatively little opening for the cultivation of self-
renunciation. Dr Dhalla says very truly:2

Zoroastrianism stands for self-assertion. Despite their insignificant
numbers, the inherent and dominant characteristics of the Parsis made
them self-sufficient in the midst of the Hindus of Gujarat, whose reli-
gious ideals were self-surrender and self-renunciation.

But can we be so sure that the Parsi ideal here claimed is
really of more value religiously than what is assigned to the
Hindu ? What if that quality be not really the secret of
the amazing vitality of Hinduism, and the self-assertion of the
Parsi the very quality which accounts for the failure of his
religion in the struggle for existence ?

Let us pursue this question on ground highly favourable to
the defender of Parsi ideals. We have seen that in all periods
the religion of Zarathushtra has utterly repudiated asceticism.

1  In Ys. 49s I have accepted Geldner's rendering of a word occurring
nowhere else, and read * To all eternity we would be beloved', that is, by
God.   But Bartholomae and the Pahlavi tradition take it otherwise ; and
if Geldner is right, it is but the exception proving the rule.

2  Zor. TheoL) p. 343.

O 2